Entitlements for

People with Disabilities 2010

Medical card/GP visit card Supports for carers Housing |

Payments for people with disabilities

Paid by the Department of Social and Family Affairs (DSFA) income gUIdellnes Carer's payments fCaring (ZZaring for | Qualified child Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability '
— : : Weekly income limit for people under 70 or one or more . Meaps-tested grant to make a horr]g suitable for a person.w.lth a
e | (gross less PRSI and tax deductions Carer’s Allowance 212.00 318.00 €29.80 Il?/lhy sical, sensor{,'ln%eggcég%l ‘E?Z'IS'BYOT mentalhhealth difficulty
Payments Personal rate Qualified adult Single person living alone Medical card | GP visit card* | | Aged under 66 (full-rate) _?lefjm grant is €30,000 (€14, or new houses).
llness Benefit 196.00 130.10 Aged up to 66 184.00 276.00 Aged 66 or over 23000 | 35850 |€14.90 (halfrate) M°';/'Il('e;{l ?_;‘i—‘;g?g‘;ﬁ?f::;ob“ity IS
Invalidity Pension Under 65 | Over 65 | Under 66 | Over 66 é\.gedl66—69 T — 2U.50 30200 _4 | A half-rate carer’s allowance may be paid in addition to an existing + Up to 100% of costs with a maximum of €6,000)
201.50 | 230.30 | 143.80 | 206.30 | §3ngte person living with family social welfare payment «  Primarily for older people but people with disabilities can access
Disability Allowance 196.00 130.10 Aged up to 66 16200 00 Constant Attendance Allowance 213.00 the .scheme. ] ] ]
Blind Persion 196.00 130.10 ,_Aged 66-69 173.50 260.00 (for carers of people getting Disablement Benefit) . f\vallahble t€o3%e88(l)e with a maximum annual household income of
: : Married couple/One-parent ) ess than ,0U0.
. Carer's Allowance
Supplementary 196.00 130.10 family - Long-term means-tested payment for carers (over 18) looking Grants will not be made to the same applicant under both schemes.
Welfare Allowance Aged up to 66 266.50 400.00 after someone in need of full-time care for at least 12 months Housing Aid for Older People
Disablement Benefit 227.00 (maximum personal pension) | Aged 66-69 298.00 447.00 * Person receiving care can be under the age of 16 if a Domiciliary - Means-tested scheme which provides for grants to improve the
- : Additional allowances for each Care Allowance is being paid homes of older people (over 60 generally)
Increase per qualified child €29.80 dependent child + Half-rate allowance paid to people receiving certain social . peop 8 Y-
o - - welfare payments and taking care of someone with a disability *  Maximum grant is €10,500.
Additional payments First two children under 16 38.00 57.00 . Not ble with lobseeker’s Benefit/All Back to Work .
- ot payable with Jobseeker’s Benefit/Allowance, Back to Wor To apply for any of these grants contact the housing department of
Domiciliary Care 309.50 per child Third and subsequent under 16 41.00 61.50 Allowance, or Supplementary Welfare Allowance your City or County Council
Allowance (monthly) First two children over 16 39.00 58.50 * Apply on Form CR1 to Carer’s Allowance Section, DSFA, LONGIOrd | R g —————————————————————————
. Third and subsequent over 16 42.50 64.00 Carer's Benefit
Over-80 Increase oD In full-time third-level education 78.00 117.00 +  Short-term payment (up to 24 r(nonths) which can be claimed b)y
Living Alone Increase 7.70 o ’ ’ insured people who leave a job (of at least 32 hours a fortnight .
. lill Standard rat 50 " .and not grant-aided temporarily to care for someone who needs full-time care Tax credits and allowances
uel Allowance: dndancirate: perwee *The GP Visit Card is not available to people aged over 70, who + If you are self-employed and paying Class S PRSI contributions, : L
32 weeks (Sept-May) | Smokeless Fuel Area: 23.90 per week should apply for a medical card instead (see below). you are not eligible for Carer's Benefit Qlcl:;\;ac?tcai:graenrgI;}gg':rgaaf;:;ﬁ;-::e)’:‘lll;:rr g;;{j;zgf:ezrse as a
sl Additional allowances for rent/mortgage expenses, for childcare « Apply to Carer's Benefit Section, DSFA, Longford ! . .
Social insurance (PRSI) payments costs and travel costs to work (actual cost of public transport or Carer's Leave carer, relief can be claimed - at your highest rate of tax - for the
Illness Benefit mileage at €0.50 per mile). People aged 16 to 25 who are dependent | | . Employees, after one year's service, may take unpaid leave cost of the employment (up to €50,000 max).
+  Short-term payment based on PRSI contributions for those on their parents will not be entitled to a card unless their parents (maximum 2 years) to provide full-time care for someone who Home Carer’s Tax Credit
unable to work due to illness hold a card. Hardship cases are dealt with individually on merit. needs it +  Tax credit of €900 for married couples (taxed jointly) where one
— Minimum 104 paid PRSI contributions required Prescription charge Respite Care Grant spouse, with income not exceeding €5,080 works in the home
- Apply within 7 days of becqming ill ‘ A 50 cent charge per prescription item is planned for medical card + Annual payment (€1,700 per person cared for), made in the first (for example caring for a permangntly incgpacitated person)
- No payment made for the first three days of illness and Long Term lllness Card holders, subject to a monthly ceiling week of June o , + Reduced tax credit applies where income is between €5,080 and
of €10 per family. New legislation is required and the expected »  Paid automatically by DSFA to people receiving Carer’s €6,880
+ To claim Illness Benefit get a first social welfare medical implementation date is 1 April 2010. Allowance/ Carer’s Benefit/Constant Attendance Allowance/ Blind Person’s Tax Credit
certificate (which includes a claim form) from your doctor . Elom'c'l.'j‘ry Care ?llowar‘\g.e fullti d
+  For claimants with 260 (5 years) or more contributions, payment SO paid to people providing full-time care to an older person Single person 1,830
o f . £ 104 ks (2 q a . . or a person with a disability, or an older person, regardless of the
,  is for maximum of 104 weeks (ndy;eg;slv « contribution Medical card income guidelines carer’s means Couple both blind 3,660
u::;“fa fosr vith | gz ;:eks aament eeks co utions T people over 70 Domiciliary Care Allowance Incapacitated Child Tax Credit 3660
. ﬁ l'g't p Pt b Fl) Y d if the illness/disabilit ist « Monthly payment paid by the DSFA for parent or carer of a child :
nvalidity Fension may be claimed It the [Hness/disability persists Weekly Annual STETT under 16 with a severe disability Dependent Relative Tax Credit
Invalidity Pension income income savings disregard +  No means-test (Available if relative’s income does not exceed €13,473) 80
+ Long-term payment for people with sufficient paid/credited PRSI : o o —r Guide Dog Allowance
and permanently incapable of work due to illness/disability Single person 700 S oo Carers’ support organisations (relief at kﬁghest rate) 825
+ Claimant may also get Free Travel and Household Benefits Couple 1,400 73,000 72,000 Carers’ Association Carer’s Alliance Ireland
° APPly 9n FOl’m. INV1 to YOUT' Social welfare Local Office or If your income is above these limits and you have d|ff|cul_ty meeting Market SqUare,Tuuamore, Co. Offaly Coleraine House, ) Deed of Covenant
Invalidity Pensions, New Claims Section, DSFA, Longford your medical needs you may apply for a discretionary medical card. t (057) 932 2920/ (057) 932 2664 Coleraine St., Dublin 7 Tax relief on a Deed of Covenant is limited to 5% of your total income
e | WWW.carersireland.com t(01) 8747776 where the person receiving the covenant is aged 65 or over and is
Means-tested payments . www.carealliance.ie unrestricted if the person (‘covenantee’) is permanently incapacitated.
- . Caring for Carers Ireland . .
Disability Allowance HOSPItal charges Carmody Street, Ennis, Co. Clare National Care Line Medical expenses relief
+ Long-term means—tes’Fed sogial Y\(elfare payment for people Public Hospital Outpatient Charee 100.00 t (065) 686 6515 t 1800 24 07 24 Available for most unreimbursed, non-routine medical and dental
between 16 and 66 with a disability that is expected to last at Pavable b Peo le wh% attend A&Egde artments without : www.mobhaile.ie/caringforcarers expenses for yourself or another person. Expenses can include
least a year ‘ ‘ o a éferral)l/efc)terpfrom a GP. Medical cach)i holders do not ba S ——— | doctor visits, treatment in hospital, transport by ambulance,
. AﬁPly on Form DA 1 to Soaal\?/etjfare Local Office or Disability this charge : pay specialised dental treatment and certain items prescribed by a
Allowance Section, DSFA, Longfor ; doctor. Relief is granted at the standard rate (20%).
Blind Pensi Daily charge for a bed in a public ward 75.00 Employment SUPPOI"tS fund of Val gdd d (20%)
e rension This charge is not payable by a number of groups including Rehabilitative work and disability payments Refund of Value Added Tax (VAT) o )
*  Long-term means-tested payment made to people, aged medical card holders. +  People getting Disability Allowance and Blind Pension can do paid * Arefund of VAT is available for certain aids and appliances
between 18 ar)d 65, who are I_Jllnd or have low vision 7 Py = Weekl work considered to be rehabilitative or therapeutic and earn up to + Aids/appliances must be used by someone with a disability to
+ Can be paid with another social welfare payment such as Illness ong-stay charges™ ) Class 1 eekly €120.00 a week without affecting their payment assist them with independent living and workin
Wi ; ble after 30 d bl i g ther Py R e &
Benefit or Widow/er’s Pensions . . ﬁpayg f’ a .e"l aysin abl?_“ Ic d (24 hr nursing care) | 153.25 » Caninclude FAS training and Community Employment (CE) schemes || - Claim forms available from Revenue, VAT (Unregistered)
+ Apply on Form BP 1 to Blind Pension Section, DSFA, Sligo ospital or in long-stay public war Class 2 114.95 * Written approval is needed from the Department of Social and Repayments Section, Ennis, Co. Clare. Lo-call 1890 202 033
Slimd Welfare Al of acute facilities) ass Family Affairs before taking up rehabilitative work (except in the
e e move e . * Long-stay charges only apply to patients who were in public care case of Disability Allowance where you can commence work before
) Subpl!)lgmerrlltar)l/ HSE payment to a person who is: before 27 October 2009. New rates now apply — see rates for getting approval)
i g;:tin(;rBlia:d%V:nvslisolznc;r Disability Allowance individual nursing homes on www.hse.ie Community Employment (CE)

CE provides part time and temporary jobs in the community.

- in need of extra support ] . There are two categories of Community Employment: the Part-time Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs)
*_ Apply to your Local Health Office Nursing Homes Support Scheme lntegar?tt'%r:n gﬁrt]'tcégggi :]hglp’ggtnt:mg rng o%'fi'é’f”zs 0 35 Responsible for co-ordinating and facilitating delivery of educational
Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) Known as the ‘Fair Deal’, this scheme provides state support for +  Part-time Job Option is for people who are 35 or over iler'\c/'lcesltcc) Ch'l(.ilr ?n vgnth dlls Eg'lltlf.s at1l02ci/ll‘llf\gil. CfnTt?Ct'c Meath
Means-tested payment for people who do not qualify for other people who need long-term care. + You can participate from age 18 if you are getting a disability- ationa’ Souncti for >peciat teucation, 1-c FITL Street, frim, ©0. Tea
payments and cannot meet their needs from their own means + Under the scheme, you contribute 80% of assessable income and related payment (Disability Allowance, Blind Pension and Invalidity t (046) 948 6400 www.ncse.le
* Includes other financial supports: rent and mortgage interest 5% of assets (over €36,000) each year and the State then pays Pensions). You must be in receipt of Illness Benefit for six months to Fund for Students with Disabilities .
supplements, payments for urgent needs and emergencies the difference between this and the actual cost of nursing home be eligible for CE Funding for third-level and PLC students with disabilities administered by
— The HSE sets a maximum rent supplement at local area level care. The 5% contribution based on the value of your home can +Under both options participants work 19.5 hours a week/39 hours the Department of Education and Science. Apply directly to the college
- Tenant’s own minimum contribution to weekly rent is €24.00 be deferred and paid after death (called a Nursing Home Loan). a fortnight and are paid an allowance by the sponsor at the start of the academic year (Sept/Oct).
+ People with specific disability-related extra needs may be eligible for Contributions based on the value of your home are only deducted * Apply to FAS Disability Access Route to Education (DARE)
a special needs supplement (for example heating or dietary needs) for 3 years. Rural Social Scheme (RSS) +  Third-level admissions scheme for students with disabilities.
+ Administered by HSE Community Welfare Officers « Covers all types of nursing homes including approved private + Available to farmers and fishermen/women unable to earn an +  Places allocated on a reduced points basis to school leavers whose
. . . voluntary and public. adequate living from their holding or from fishing. ‘ disability has affected their educational performance significantly
Occupatlonal Injurles Beneflts (OIB) . Arrangements for People in nursing homes on 27 October 2009 do . If Yyou are gettlng another social welfare or Health Service Executive « Details on the websites of part|c|pat|ng third-level coueges
i i i i not change (these people can opt for their current arrangement or (HSE) payment you should check if it will be affected with your +  Apply through the Central Admissions Offi A
OIB applies to people with an occupational disease or who have been ge ( p P g ) . pply through the Centra ssions Office (CAO)
injured due to an accident at work - or while travelling directly to or switch to the Fair Dealg but all new applicants are assessed under local Social Welfare or Health office. . . Useful contacts
. ) - . - . the Fair Deal. + Participants getting Disability Allowance continue to get it, along ~ . . . s
from work. Main benefits are Injury Benefit and Disablement Benefit. ; with a minimum top-up payment of €20 (2010) from RSS. This is AHEAD - Association for Higher Education Access and Disability,
+ Apply to your HSE Local Health Office. different to CE ’ East Hall, UCD, Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Injury Benefit ( | S ——————————————— 116 scheme is administered locally t (01) 7';16 $3.96
+  Short-term payment (26 weeks) for insured people who are unable FAS www.ahead.le
to work due to an accident at work or an occupational disease Schemes and services «  People with disabilities are considered a priority for FAS training
«  Apply for Injury Benefit with a first social welfare medical certificate Drugs Payment Scheme courses, including specialist trammg Where a training requwement
(which includes the claim form) available from your doctor Scheme for non medical card holders where an individual or family has been identified and this training is not offered by FAS, it is
pays a maximum of €120 per calendar month for prescribed drugs and possible that FAS may meet some of the costs.
Disablement Benefit medicines. Application forms available from pharmacies or the HSE. + If you are getting Disability Allowance or Blind Pension, the Useful contacts:
+  Payment for insured people who have lost physical or mental Long-term Illness Scheme Fﬁ‘sn;fr]\ltnIlrljlgaadlll?’\c/:/grr\]clsA;wl:abse ae?g:ﬁlr?nf);?'l l):gur social welfare Department of Social and Family Affairs (DSFA)
abilities as the result of an occupational disease or a work-related Under this scheme drugs, medicines and some approved appliances . Ff 3ou are getting lllness Bé’ng’ﬁt or Invalﬁjlty Pension, you must Lo-call (Information line): 1890 66 22 44
accident . . . . fprescr]lb?qd for E{:e tlreatment I(.) J celrﬁlnln;eglf?al conditions are available obtain an exemption from the Rules of Behaviour from the DSFA Lo-call (Leaflet line): 1890 20 23 25
+ Can be paid as a single lump sum (called Dlsfablement Gratuity) or ree of charge. Apply to your Local Healtl ice. before you can engage in FAS training. Provided you have obtained www.welfare.ie
a regular payment (called Disablement Pension) Treatment Benefit Scheme this exemption, you will retain your social welfare payments in . .
+ Payment made where the level of disablement is assessed at 1% or | § The Treatment Benefit Scheme is run by the Department of Social addition to receiving the FAS training allowance. However, you will Health Service Executive (HSE)
more and Family Affairs. Under the scheme, you get a contribution towards not receive the FAS training bonus. CallSave: 1850 24 1850
+  Can be paid as a single lump sum (called Disablement Gratuity) the costs of treatment. The scheme will be limited in 2010 to certain + Participants on FAS training courses continue to receive any www.hse.ie
when the disablement is assessed as less than 20% or as a regular medical and surgical appliances and the free examinations provided secondary benefits they were in receipt of before taking up the FAS .
payment (called Disablement Pension) when the disablement is for under dental and optical benefits. Medical card holders are legally training course. Also, DSFA will restore your social welfare payment, Revenue Commissioners
assessed at more than 20% entitled to dental, opthalmic and aural services from the HSE but, in !Ifh fO\rA?ny rseago.r:1 yc;u ri:\re unabée v:c/o (Il(orlltlnl;(E’.‘ your traledg. . www.revenue.ie
. i i ractice, the availability of these services varies from area to area. . e Wage Subsidy Scheme and Workplace/Equipment Adaptation . . .
Apply on Form OB21, available from your Social Welfare Local P Y Grant p§ovide fin)e;ncial assistance to l;mploy(zzrspand to ence)urage Sign Language Interpreting Service (SLIS)

Office or Disablement Benefit Section, DSFA, Store Street, Dublin 1 Hearing aids the employment of people with disabilities; make workplaces more

i : - . The HSE provide hearing aids, dental and optical services free of charge
Additional Occupational Injuries Benefits ; . accessible and equipment easier to use.
+ Incapacity Supplement to medical card holders. Apply to your Local Health Office (LHO). Under . Other FAS supports aimed at helping people with disabilities gain

The national agency for the provision of sign language interpreters.
Hainault House,

: - . the Treatment Benefit Scheme half the cost of each hearing aid (up to The Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24
A to Disabl t Benefit for th tl ] ! chen ) ! and retain employment include: Employee Retention, Job Interview . )
inrée;n;:)elzssf \(/)vorlksa; ngwspeligeill;fe Ifou?;nogl::r Esz?gla\?veerl]fa)r/e €760) is available. Application forms available from supplier. Interpreter and Personal Reader grants; Supported Employment t/Minicom: (01) 413 9670 or (087) 980 6996
paynrient Services for people with disabilities Programme and disability awareness training from employers. f (0_1) 41'3 '9677
. Constant Attendance Allowance The HSE provides services including basic health services as well To aboly tih s contact local FAS offi € Sl'S@Sl.l's;'e
. . . o as assessment, rehabilitation, community care and residential care. O apply Tor any or these supports contact your loca orfice. www.slis.le
An increase to a Disablement Benefit (of 50% or more) for people Many other services are provided by voluntary organisations. (For www.fas.ie

FAS
Jobs Ireland Lo-call: 1800 611 116 www.fas.ie

Further information:
See Entitlements for People with Disabilities booklet available

who need daily help at home for at least six months
+  Medical care

Refund for certain medical care expenses not covered by the HSE or .
by the Treatment Benefit. Assessment of need for children

The Disability Act 2005 provides for the assessment of need of people
with disabilities and service statements that outline how these needs will

details of disability organisations see National Directory of Voluntary
Organisations available from the Citizens Information Board.)

Free Travel Pass

- - - - from the Citizens Information Board. Also online information on
. . . « F
LT ERN AL E TN T T BT A 1 T JEToTo YT | R De met. Currently assessment of need applies only to children under five. e forry sarvices for thoss sged 68 o over and 1o same peopte ||l entitlements i avaiable on wwwicitzensinformation e

— Claim within six weeks of the start of treatment

i i d 66 getti ific disabilit t H H .

The Department of Social and Family Affairs (DSFA) deals directly #is:gg I:glppl;a:'lzzsical card holders with purchase costs of EnCc')ar:'l?)%?lion Tg_rivellngassgeu IC disabliity payments For copies of this wallchart contact:
with complaints about the service customers receive (for example necessary medical and surgical aids and appliances (e.g. wheelchairs Certain people, medically assessed as being unfit to travel alone, Citizens Information Board

delays, mistakes or other comments on services). A Comment and and walking aids). The HSE may give assistance to those unable can have someone aged 16 or over accompany them G , Y 353 1 605 9000

Complaint leaflet is available in all social welfare offices and from to meet the costs if equipment is considered necessary as part of + Application forms (FT1) available from Social Welfare Local eorge’s Quay House  t +

quip ryasp PP - .

www.welfare.ie hospital treatment. Contact Disability Services in your Local Health Offices and from Free Schemes Section, DSFA, Sligo 43 TQWHSGnd St f -|-353 16059099

Appeals Office to check if assistance is available. Disablgd Driver§ and Passengers TaX'Re[ief ' S ' Dublin 2 . ' e |nfo@c.|board.|e

You can appeal decisions on social welfare payments to the independent Assist Ireland ’ Egllefs forjl ddr[ve[scor pqusengfers W';‘]h %h%s'cahd'sab'l't'es (‘.N'l'fh a www.citizensinformationboard.ie

Social Welfare Appeals Office. A list of the schemes within the Web resource provided by the Citizens Information Board with agz?;?cgj v:hilcclz ertificate from the HSE) who use a specially-
jurisdiction of the Office is available on the office’s website. If?gflzr}:%tﬂ]osr:]S;liiisslsﬂ\éfpfﬁlzhggg) ga?gglz g'{fﬁfﬂ;’{ﬁ%@%’%‘ﬁﬁ%"'lable - Contact: Disabled Drivers Section, Central Repayments Office, 50 o (]
The Social Welfare Appeals Office, D'Olier House, D'Olier Street, Dublin 2 | | sMs: 086 383 7644 e support@assistireland.ie Revenue Commissioners, Coolshannagh, Co. Monaghan C | t VASIAN I nfo rm atl (0] g] J
Lo-call: 1890 747 434 e swappeals@welfare.ie www.assistireland.ie t (047) 38010

www.socialwelfareappeals.ie = Dlsabled Person'’s Parking Card LOG ON
e —————— ,fAvallable to drivers or IE\Jashsingerts Wltll‘l disabilities, aged 5 or over, www.citizensinformation.ie

ealth Service Exocutive (HSE Communications or e n any carin which they trve - -

ES L SRl C IS J[PERICTE Scheme for Text Telephone Equality of Payment (STEP) * Application forms available from: LO-CALL
Payment Weekly rate Text telephone users at home can receive a rebate of up to 70% of the Irish Wheelchair Association, . 1890 777 121
Blind Welfare Allowance cost of phone calls. National Mobility Centre, Ballinagappa Road, Clane, Co. Kildare
- t (045) 893 094, www.iwa.ie or Mon to Fri. 9am-9pm
Claimant 61.00 Application forms from: Disabled Drivers Association of Ireland, ! P
Increase for child dependant 4.40 . . . Parking Card Section, Ballindine, Co. Mayo
= : DeafHear.ie Irish Deaf Society t (094) 936 4266/4054, www.ddai.ie
Mobility Allowance 208.50 Higher rate 35 North Frederick Street, Dublin 1 | 30 Blessington Street, Dublin 7 Primiry Medical Certifica';e SGE?P |tN . ’
ions nationwi
104.25 Lower rate t (01) 817 5700 t(01) 860 1878 L + A Primary Medical Certificate is issued by the HSE and confirms that OCAtions NAtio <
Motorised Transport Grant 5,020.50 Minicom (01) 817 5777 www.irishdeafsociety.ie a person meets the medical criteria set out in the Disabled Drivers * rates charged for 1890 (Lo-Call) numbers may
(maximum rate) (once-off payment) www.deafhear.ie and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994. vary between service providers.




